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Making Peace with our Planet 
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“The same water washes all of our shores”. With these words, Dr Julia Edwards, was 
presented with a peace candle to take to the Fiji communities with which she works. 
Julia had just told a well-attended meeting at Stirling Methodist Church about her work 
in Fiji and the Pacific Conference of Churches. The meeting heard about the first Fijian 
village, Vunidogoloa, which had been forced to relocate to higher land as rising sea 
water levels made it impossible to stay put. With diminishing arctic ice cover, sea level 
rises have caused the first Pacific islands to disappear under water last year. And in a 
graphic illustration, Julia showed how Britain’s low lying towns and cities are at risk too 
in decades to come. 

The peace candle was presented by Walter Attwood on behalf of the Church, saying 
“we need to make peace with our planet, our forests, our seas and oceans. The same 
water washes all of our shores.”  

The meeting was chaired by Cllr Danny Gibson, Environment Convenor, Stirling 
Council. Cllr Gibson described the work the Council was doing to reduce emissions, 
including the changes to Council recycling and waste management, saying “not all of 
these changes  are easy but they all play their part in meeting the global challenge” 

Friends of the Earth’s Ric Lander spoke about the progress being made with the 
Reinvest Scotland campaign, persuading pension funds to shift from fossil fuels to 
investing in housing and renewables and the work to make Scotland’s ban on fracking 
long term. 

Jon Cape, Stirling Methodist Church’s Green Team Leader outlined the work being 
done within the Methodist Church towards divestment from fossil fuels and the 
Geetotal initiative to add no more to greenhouse gas emissions. 

Julia, a mission partner with the British Methodist Church, is on a three month visit to 
the UK from Fiji to help raise understanding of the climate change issues being faced 
on the Pacific Islands. 

Extreme weather events such as hurricanes and cyclones are becoming more 
frequent across the world as a consequence of climate change. Cyclone Winston hit 
Fiji in 2016 causing much damage. She said “Cyclone Winston brought widespread 

devastation to Fiji and briefly caught the attention of the global media.  Countless other coastal 

communities across the Pacific face uncertain futures because of current sea-level rise and often 

suffer in silence.  The impact of climate change is being felt now”. 



Before the meeting, Julia visited Riverside Primary School and spoke with Primary 6 pupils 

about climate change and Fiji. Her visual presentation of the effects of rising sea levels, the 

necessity of relocating coastal communities and the effects on the people of Fiji brought a very 

good response from the pupils. This visit came at the end of a block of teaching on global 

warming and climate change and the children drew upon what they had learnt in their classes 

to help frame their questions to Julia Edwards. 

She thanks the school very much for this opportunity to talk with the children and for 
their eager participation with questions and comments. 

 


